Name: ____________________________________


[image: image1.wmf]
Current Events in Social Studies

Your assignment is to read an article from either a newspaper or magazine (off a web site is acceptable) that consists of at least 300 words.  Please keep in mind that the article you choose should be no more than two weeks old.  If it is older than that it is not considered “current” and you will be required to redo the assignment.


You must then write a summary of that article.  Your summary must consist of at least 150 words and must be either typed or written NEATLY in ink.  Your summary should include: the name and date of the source where you found your article (ex. the September 17, 2008 issue of the News Journal), whether the article is national or international (Note ** Local articles are not acceptable), and the type of article.  Some types of articles you may choose to consider are: sports, arts and entertainment, weather, business, political, environmental, crime, human interest, science, or education related.  You must also explain why this article is important to American citizens.  A copy of your article must be attached to your summary before you turn it in. 
Below is the rubric of how your current event will be scored each week.  I have also listed examples of international, national, and local articles (this is not a complete list.)


Typed or written in pen



5 pts


Name and date of source



10 pts


National or International



5 pts


Type of article (politics, sports, etc)


5 pts


Explanation of importance



10 pts


Copy of article





10 pts


Neatness





5 pts


Mechanics (grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.)
10 pts


Summary





40 pts


International



National


Local**



Iraq




Pennsylvania


Middletown


Australia



California


Odessa


France




New York


Glasgow


Mexico



Florida



Newark

*** Any article completed about a local event will lose 20 points.

